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PREFACE

HE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision
of the King James Version, published in 1611.

The firs nglish version of the Scriptures made by direct translation
from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the frst to printed, was the
work of Will Twvndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of will-
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments
were ordered to be burned as “untrue translations.” He was finally betrayed
into the hands of his enemies, and In October 1536, was publicly executed
and burned at the stake.

Yet Tyndale's work became the foundation of subsequent English versions,
notably those of Coverdale, 1535: Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym
for John Rﬂ%ﬁh 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and
the ' Bible, 1 . In 1%: a transiafion of the Mew Testament, made
l;lmhzl the Latin Vulgate by Catholle scholars, was published at

ms.

The translators who made the King James Version took Into account all
of tnueDFrccadm verstons; and comparison shows that it owes something
to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt ex?u-mm. from whatever
source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially
In the New Testament, to Tyndale.

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible In popular
use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries
no other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The
K James Version became the “Authorized Version'™ of the English-

A0 T on has with good reason been fermed “"(hy
ent of English prose.” [ts revisers In 1881 expressed admira
[t simplicity, Its dignity 5 o happy Eu of expressiop
music of Its cadences, and the Telicifies of [ts rhyinm e
LT BO0 %, Into the ma T aracter and the public
institutions of the Ensi.lm-ipunfing pmpzi We owe to jt an incalculable
. By the middle of the
ninetesnth cen ll_'lb". cal studies and the discovery

of many mManusc maore an t than those upon which the King James

Version was Da.-ld‘:l?t;lldl It manifest aJ.nd 0

rans i ask was under-

en, aul urch of ghnd. in IBJ{L The English Revised

Version of the Bible was published In 1B81—1885; and the American Standard

Version, Its variant em ¥ the preferences of the American scholars
associated In the work, was published In 1901,

Because of unha experience with unauthorized publications In the
two decades between [881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the
English Revised Version In the supposed Interest of the American public,
the American Standard Version was copyrighted, to protect the text from
unauthorized “M'}'E' In 1928 this copyright was acquired by the Inter-
national Council of Religious Education, and thus passed Into the ownership
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were assoclated in
this Council through their boards of education and publication.

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text
of the American dard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether

XE— BB R (E4) (RSV) KIS EHE A
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50,000 Errors
in the Bible?

ECENTLY a voung man purchased a

King James Version Bible thinking 1t
wis without error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of Look magazine
he came across an article entitled “The
Iruth About the Bible.” which said that
“as early as 1720, an English authority
estimated that there were at least 20.000
errors in the two editions of the New
Testament commonly read by Protestants
and Catholics Modern students say there
arc probably 50.000 errors.” The young
man was shocked. His faith in the Bible's
authenucity was shaken. “"How can the
Bible be rehable when ot contains. thou
sands of senous discrepancies and maccu
Facics " e usks
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MARK 16 52 “He has risen”

saw a young man sitting on the right ples and Peter that he is going belore
side, dressed in a white zobe; and they you to Galilee; there you will see hum,
were amazed. SAnd he said to them, as he told you. " and they went out and
“Tho not be amazed: vou seck Jesus of fled from the tomb; for rembling 31 wd
Wazareth, who was crucified. He has  astonishment had come upon them; and
risen, he 15 not here see the place where  the ;. said mothing to any one, for they

they lawd him, H.n go, tell his -J ci-  were afraid.k ‘
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